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' Intelligence organizations do not write dbout\
themselves, which is a pity, because pratical- &
|1y everybody else docz. The exposed tenth of
the lceberg is swarming with psychedelic .
| movelists, journalists reputable and Journalintl i
Y. otherwise, defectors of every strips, writers
{ under the impression that a stint in wartime = |
! "intelligence" a generation ago constitutes curs |-
f‘rent qualification, terminated agents, paper
’;milla and all manner of self-appointed experts, .
i.each one scrabbling for a foothold end g1l at-
H:tempting with varying degrees of self-coufi-
|, dence to extrapolate the size and shape or the
!. mags in the murky depths.: s
i Now comes Lyman Kirkpatrick, whose inxol- B
© l1ligence career Cates from 1942 and covers serve . |I
“.1» ice with both of the CIA's predecessors, the

| wartime 0SS and the post-war Central Intel- 2

ligence Group. He was present at the birth of o
" CIA and held @ continual series of high PéﬂtﬂnL_ﬁ
lfincluding Inspector General and Cémptrolley, - ..
huntil finally retiring from the position of Ex~' f'f
' ecutive Director in 1965 to become & professor © | |.i
| of political science at Brown University. No
<.l one with such qualifications has written at

"t length about CIA before; even Allen Dulles
j.idevoted himgelf primarily to the craft of intel-
.- | ligence and avoided Gny discussion of the ma-
%u;| Jor Americam organization practising that
Leraft.

:-'1 Mr. Kirkpatrick also avoids any ex-

.. itended description of the CIA. This is no ex-
0 posej it covers no material that is not public L

‘| property, and in that sense the title is decidedly -
.- |misleading. (I am certain it was chosen by the 1.

. | publishers and not by the author). &
: The book is a straightforward autobiography

of & man who spent 23 years in the intelligence R

profession and held high office in the CIA for Ty
the first 18 years of its existence. Barring the | SR
U-2 incident and the Bay of Pigs operation, -

(of which an especially objective and when
necessary self-critical account is given), hard-
1y a case is mentioned, and the word
© 1 "agent" iz conspicuous by its absence. It is-

:1usually replaced by the word "source,” for B

the major function of the CIA, which Mr. Kirk- Htf:ﬂkfi 2
patrick ig deseribing, is to collect raw informd=..| & . -
. Ition and then 1o evaluste 3% &pd turn 1t into | KIS
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f?-J'v_ dispeminated to the elements of the Federal f;ﬁQ* :f_*}‘a
‘ igovernment, atarting with the President, , T RS
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k } What emerges ia vﬂrtually the first dispas~ L. "
. ' sionate, knowing appraisal of the CIA's role ‘ s
| in our national government. It makes clear .. . 7 Ao
' & . . wvhy the CIA was created, how it becaume what e AT
ﬂ .| it is today, what it con do'and, cven more ine
: - | portant, what it cannot do eand should not be - - P S
‘1 ealled on to do. It states quite frapkly the dam= | .. i
| gers inherent in the existence of such an or- -
' | ganization, and 6t the same time clearly sbd |
1 . | convineingly describes the checks on such de.n- T i
4 | gers. It should {but no doubt will not) once -
{1 ¢ : . end for all scotch the bugaboo that the CIA is -
-4 b} some sort of "invisible govermmwent,” & law 1
‘4 7| unto itself that generates and carries out L
. '; “ 7| policies contrary to the will of the Americen o
-4 -+ | people and its openly clected leaders. The ma- . IR
0.l terial on budgetary and congressional inspec- SR
hE ' '{ tions and controls alone should be required
' | reading for every Journalist and congressman Lo
4 - .| in the 1and, starting with columnists and polit- . .. 7
ical cartoonists. In short, the book sweeps away |- ' ...
8 tremendous emount of what the Soviets (who
. 71 engage in massive efforts to peddle it) aptly
- I .| call "disinformation.”
-1 Above all, Mr. Kirkpatrick mekes it clear
S ~! that the CIA is a fully controlled orgen of the
- ! executive branch of our government, directly e
4 ™ | responsible to the President. He points out DIPTSR
L < . that the often spectacularly adverse publicity '
R DT ,'1 that a failure can generate has usually
.4 Tail ) stenmed from cases where policy-makers have
.4 % .o | "geized on the CIA's apparatus for covert ace-
1 -"7.! tion as a method to solve some of the prob-
ci w7 | lems that they cannot aolva by diplomzey or i
4 oo atrect military ection.” Fair enough, and it
-4 .| cen stand 88 & Just epitaph for the an of
A -] Pigs.
B This iz an’ m;)ortanﬁ bock, end it should ve I
widely read , J
g -
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